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ABSTRACT
This paper examines the mechanisms of electromagnetic
interference caused by a power system substation,
including a portion of its incoming and outgoing
transmission lines on a neighboring pipeline. Two
approaches, a circuit approach and a field approach, are
used to carry out the study. The circuit model approach
requires that the line parameters of the entire network be
computed first, using appropriate line constant formulae
or specialized software. Lumped elements, such as ground
impedances of substation grounding grids and
transmission tower grounds, are computed using
appropriate tools such as grounding software. A circuit
model representing the network is then built. This circuit
model is then solved to yield the inductive interference
component. The conductive interference component is
usually determined using appropriate grounding software.
The field approach is based on electromagnetic field
theory. First, the field theory approach is used to model
the complete conductor network under consideration, as
is. The inductive, capacitive and conductive interference
effects between all the elements in the network are
simultaneously taken into account in one single step. The
computed results can be used to develop a network model
whereby the effects of the inductive, capacitive and
conductive interference effects can be separated, allowing
one to compare the field-theory-based results with the
results from the circuit model approach. The results
presented in this paper clearly illustrate the mechanisms of
electromagnetic (EM) interference between electrical
networks and neighboring metallic utilities such as
pipelines, and the effects of a substation grid on the EM
interference.
INTRODUCTION
The mechanisms of electromagnetic interference between
a power system network and a neighboring pipeline at low
frequencies have been traditionally divided into three
categories: inductive, conductive and capacitive coupling.
Conventionally, the inductive interference is analyzed
with a circuit model approach and the conductive
interference is determined using appropriate grounding

software. The inductive and conductive components are
then added together. In the circuit model approach, the
computation of the line parameters is based on two
essential assumptions: (1) Conductors are infinite in
length; and (2) conductors are parallel. Cases arise in
practice in which long electric power lines and pipelines,
sharing the same corridor, follow curved paths which
intersect one another, diverge, reconverge, etc., making
them difficult to model accurately with a circuit model
approach. Recently, field-theory-based software does
away with the assumptions and accounts simultaneously
for inductive, conductive and capacitive coupling between
all the buried and aboveground elements modeled 1-23.
Previous work by Dawalibi et al clearly illustrate the
mechanisms of electromagnetic interference between
electric networks and neighboring metallic utilities 11 and
compares the results from the circuit model approach with
the results from the field-theory-based approach for a
simple right-of-way scenario 23. This paper shows the
results caused by a more complex right-of-way
configuration, which consists of a power system
substation, including a portion of its incoming and
outgoing transmission lines and a neighboring pipeline.
Furthermore, the effects of a typical substation grounding
grid on the inductive and conductive interference are
discussed. Finally, detailed comparisons between the
results from the field approach and the circuit approach
are presented for this right-of-way model.
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROBLEM
Figure 1 presents the complete model of the right-of-way
network under consideration. The network consists of a
power substation, including a portion of its incoming and
outgoing transmission lines (T/L) and a neighboring
pipeline. The modeled portion of the T/L is about 10 km
(9620 m) long. For simplicity, only one phase conductor
and the shield wire have been modeled. The phase
conductor is 27 m above grade. The shield wire, an optical
fiber conductor, is parallel to the phase conductor and is
35 m above grade. Its diameter is 12.7 mm; its relative
resistivity (with respect to copper) is 1.67 and relative
permeability (with respect to free space) is 1. The shield
wire is connected to ground at each end through an
appropriate impedance of 10 ohm, to simulate a long T/L
line. The T/L span length is 400 m. Each span is
delineated by a pole structure represented simply as a
single vertical wire connecting the shield wire to a 10 m
long ground rod approximating the grounding afforded by
the pole foundation. The substation grounding system is a
200 m by 100 m grounding grid. The ground conductors
are copper with a radius of 0.0067 m. The grid is buried at

a depth of 0.5 m and is connected to the central pole of the
right-of-way.

For the purpose of computing touch voltages in the
vicinity of the pipeline, a long profile consisting of 1960
observation points lying on the surface of the soil, right
above the pipeline, was specified, starting at one end of
the transmission line corridor and ending at the other
(total profile length is 9620 meters). Earth surface
potentials were calculated at the points along the profile.
The touch voltages were computed by subtracting
vectorially the potential rise of the nearest pipe segment
(if one is found within a distance of 3 m) from the earth
potentials.
The study was performed using a software package 10,
which supports both the field-based and circuit-based
approaches.

Figure 1. Complete Model of the Network.

THE MECHANISMS OF INTERFERENCE

The pipeline is centered length-wise in the corridor and is
40 m away from the T/L center. The pipeline length of
exposure is 4400 m and this portion is parallel to the T/L.
At each end of the exposure, the pipeline veers away
perpendicularly and continues for 1000 m before
terminating. The outer diameter of the pipe is 40 cm and
its wall thickness is 10 mm. The pipeline is buried 2 m
below grade. The relative resistivity of the pipe wall is 12
and its relative permeability is 250. The pipeline’s
effective coating resistivity is 3,048,781 ohm-m (as
computed based on a leakage resistance of 12131.7 ohmm2 and a thickness of 5 mm). A fault current of 25,000 A
is assumed to be flowing from each end of the
transmission line during a fault at the substation.

AC interference in a pipeline sharing a corridor with a
power line consists of an inductive component and a
conductive component. During normal load conditions on
the power line, only the inductive component is impressed
on the pipeline by the magnetic field generated by the
power line. This level of interference increases with
decreasing separation and angle between the conductors,
with increasing soil resistivity, as well as with increasing
current magnitude and frequency in the energized
conductors. Induced voltage peaks typically occur at
phase transpositions and abrupt changes in separation
distance between the pipeline and transmission line.

METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY
The field approach used here is based on electromagnetic
field theory. First, the model of the complete conductor
network (as shown in Figure 1) is built. Second, the
inductive, conductive and capacitive interference effects
(the latter can be ignored in this case because the pipeline
is buried) between all the elements in the network are
simultaneously computed in one single step. In order to
compare the inductive and conductive components alone
with those computed using the circuit model approach, the
computed results are used to develop two other models to
simulate separately the effects of the inductive and
conductive interference.
The circuit model approach requires that the line
parameters of the entire network be computed first, using
line constants software. Lumped elements of ground
impedances of the substation grid and transmission tower
grounds are computed using appropriate grounding
software. A circuit model representing the network is then
built. Finally, this circuit model is solved to yield the
inductive interference component.

When a single-phase-to-ground fault occurs on a
transmission line, the faulted structure discharges a large
current into the earth and hence raises the soil potential in
its vicinity. If the pipeline coating has a high resistivity,
the pipeline potential will remain relatively unaffected by
the high potential of the surrounding soil. This difference
in potentials between the pipeline and the surrounding
earth due to currents discharged into the earth by a faulted
transmission line structure represents the conductive
interference. The magnitude of the conductive interference
is primarily a function of ground potential rise (GPR) of
the transmission line structure, separation distance, size of
the structure grounding system and soil structure
characteristics. During a fault, inductive interference is
present as well, with a peak occurring at the fault location.
Figures 2 shows the touch voltage magnitude along the
pipeline for the right-of-way network described above
during a fault at the substation. From the figure, one can
easily see the individual contributions of the inductive and
conductive components.

2.

The inductive interference level is also higher when
the substation is present. The level of pipeline
inductive interference is due to the longitudinal
currents in both the phase conductor and the shield
wire. The inductive interference in the pipeline due to
the shield wire current reduces that due to the phase
conductor current because the current directions are
opposite. Since less current will flow in the shield
wire due to the presence of the substation, which
effectively drains fault current to earth, the
interference reduction effect will be smaller.
Therefore, the resultant inductive interference level in
the pipeline will be higher.

Figure 2. Touch Voltages Along Pipeline (Substation
Grid Present).
EFFECTS OF A SUBSTATION ON THE
INTERFERENCE LEVELS
Appropriate power system grounding is important for
maintaining reliable operation of electric power systems,
protecting equipment, and insuring the safety of public
and personnel. The grounding grid can change the fault
current and voltage distributions dramatically. Figure 3
shows the touch voltage along the pipeline for the same
right-of-way network as in Figure 1, but without the
substation grid. From Figures 2 and 3, we can see that:
1.

The conductive component curves are quite different
in magnitude. The maximum conductive interference
is increased from 1720 V to 8200 V when the
substation grounding grid is present. This is because
the substation grid covers a much large area than a
tower. As a result, the grid has a much lower ground
impedance than the tower grounding and more fault
current is discharged into the earth through the
substation grounding grid, producing a greater
transfer of potential to pipeline location. However,
the pipeline potential will remain about the same
because the pipe is well coated and not connected to
the substation. Therefore, the pipeline touch voltages
from the conductive interference alone are higher
when the substation is present.

Figure 3. Touch Voltages Along Pipeline (No
Substation Grid).
COMPARISON OF THE FIELD APPROACH AND
CIRCUIT APPROACH RESULTS
The circuit approach requires the computation of the line
parameters of the entire network and the setup of a circuit
model representing the network. This circuit model is then
solved to yield the inductive interference component. In
the computation of the line parameters, the lines are
assumed to be parallel and infinite in length. Obviously,
these assumptions may lead to inaccuracy in the
computation of the inductive interference. To evaluate this
inaccuracy for the power system presented in this paper,
the electromagnetic field theory approach is used to make
the comparison. The conductive interference computed
based on standard grounding software is also compared
with the field approach result.

Figure 4. Touch Voltages Along Pipeline Due to
Inductive Component (No Substation
Grid).

Figure 5. Touch Voltages Along Pipeline Due to
Inductive Component (Substation Grid
Present).

Figure 6. Touch Voltages Along Pipeline Due to
Conductive Component (No Substation
Grid).

Figure 7. Touch Voltages Along Pipeline Due to
Conductive Component (Substation Grid
Present).

Figures 4 and 5 compare the induced touch voltage
magnitudes along the pipeline computed using the field
theory approach with those obtained from the circuit
model for both cases. The difference between them is less
than 7% for the case without the substation and 15% for
the case with the substation. Figures 6 and 7 compare the
conductive interference using the field approach with that
using a standard grounding software for both cases. The
differences are small: 1.2% for the case without the
substation grid and 2.4% for the one with the substation
grid.
CONCLUSIONS
Electromagnetic interference caused by a power system
substation on a buried neighboring pipeline has been
analyzed using electromagnetic field theory. The field
approach accounts simultaneously for all the coupling
mechanisms in one single step. This paper has examined
the mechanisms of AC interference by separating the
effects of each individual component i.e., inductive,
conductive and capacitive (although negligible).
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A substation grid can change the distribution and
magnitude of both conducted and induced currents. An
accurate grounding analysis should be made carefully to
account for these effects.

8.

The inductive interference and the conductive interference
computed using the field theory have been compared to
the results obtained from the circuit approach and
grounding software, respectively. The maximum
difference between the two approaches is less than 15%
for the cases studied which involve a parallel pipeline
exposure.

9.

Future work will study the effects of the length and angle
of conductor exposure on the computation accuracy of the
inductive interference using a circuit approach in order to
develop more accurate simplified methods based on
circuit theory.
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